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On May 4, Victor Hugo Lopez, head of the local Red Cross in the port city of Veracruz, reported that
a series of explosions at the private Agricultura Nacional de Veracruz chemical plant produced a
toxic cloud. The plant is located in Cordoba, 90 km. southwest of the port. Lopez said at least 500
people sought medical attention result of breathing toxins, and another 1,500 were evacuated from
the area surrounding the plant. He added that water used by firefighters contaminated the local
water supply. Emilio Murgia, another Red Cross official, said that the plant produced parathion,
a deadly insecticide which can be lethal if ingested. Symptoms among those affected included
fainting, fever, stomach pains, headaches, and irritated skin. According to the environmental
organization Group of 100, Agricultura Nacional produced chloride-based fertilizer chemicals which
are banned in European countries and highly restricted in 18 other nations. Homero Aridjas, head of
the Group of 100 in Mexico City, accused state and local authorities of downplaying the seriousness
of damages. (Sources: Agence France-Presse, AP, 05/04/91)
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